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Genpact all set to enter West
Asia to serve local clients

KIRTICA SUNEJA
New Dethi, 18 September

enpact, the country’s
Glalgest business process

outsourcing (BPO) com-
pany, is spreading its wings to
West Asia. The company is ex-
ploring Egypt, Jordan and
Lebanon for setting up centres
to serve local clients.

“We have customers in fi-
nancial services in West Asia
because of our relationship with
GE. Though we are servicing
these clients from India as of
now, we will need a local Ara-
bic speaking delivery centre
there. Egypt is a good option
because it has an old and great
education system, along with a
good English, French and Ara-
bic speaking population. Jor-
dan and Lebanon could be the
other places,” said N V Tya-
garajan, chief operating officer
of Genpact. The company has
inked a contract with Sabic, a
Saudi Arabian chemicals com-
pany, to manage its analytics and
supply chain services. It has
also signed contracts with two
clients in the financial services
sector in West Asia.

“We are also looking for a
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person to lead the company’s
West Asia operations and will
soon announce that,” he said.
“Egypt is emerging as an
offshore destination and is in
competltlon to India. The in-
vestment in the centre should
be around half a million dol-
lars 3 crore),” said an analyst.
Besides West Asia, Genpact
islooking at Brazil to set up de-
livery centres in the next one
year, “There is a huge market
for both global clients and local
Chinese and Indian companies
in Brazil. As of now, we have a
little presence there, in places
where the Brazilian languages

in West Asia because

‘We have financial
services customers

of our relationship
with GE. We will
need a local Arabic
speaking delivery
centre there’

N V TYAGARAJAN
CO0, Genpact

are not required. We are look-
ing at Sao Paulo and Tier-l cities
in Brazil to set up the centre,”
Tyagarajan had earlier said.

- The investments in these new

centres will be part of the com-
pany’s plan to spend around five

per cent of its revenues on cap-
ital expenditure that includes
both replacement and new ex-
penditure. The company will
start with 50-100 people in these
centres and then scale them up.
Headcount in these centres will
grow like the BPO’s Guatemala
cenitre, which will soon have
1,000 employees, and the Mani-
laoenme where it will have 2,000.
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‘Super 30’
figures in
Newsweek

PRESS TRUST OF IND1A
Patna, 18 September

fter Time magazine,
ewsweek has taken note
of mathematician Anand Ku-
mar's initiative, ‘Super 30¢'. His
school was included in the list
of four most innovative schools
in the world in the US mag-
azine's latest edition.

According to Newsweek,

the effort of Anand Kumar
for underprivileged students
is "incredible”, as his help
of educational and moral
support has facilitated poor
students to study 16 hours
every day, and also qualify
in the entrance test of the
Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy (IIT), known as tough-
‘est test in India. Time had
earlier this year selected Ku-
mar’s school — Super 30 —
in the list of Best Schoot
of Asia 2010.

When contacted, Kumar
said it had further embold-
ened his strength to guide un-
derprivileged students to de-
liver. "This is a great recog-
nition, which will not only mo-
tivate me but also students to
do even better I am happy my
small initiative has brought
Bihar on the international
map for positive reasons,” he
said.

. Special envoy of US Pres-
ident Barack Obama, Rashad
Hussian, who visited the school
had described it as “the best of
India”.
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India set for building prototype gravitational wave detector

R. Ramachandran

NEW DELRE: Indian gravitation-

al astronomy research got a

major boost on September 14
with the approval of the Tata
Institute of Fundamental Re-
search (TIFR) to fund a Rs.2-
crore proposal for building a

prototype gravitational wave

(GW) detector.

This three-metre-long op-
tical  interferometer-based
detectoris the first step in the
four-phase strategy recom-

mended by a consortium of *

Indian gravitational astrono-
my researchers towards
building a four-km class Indi-
an Interferometric Gravita-
tional Wave Observatory
(IndIGO) by the year 2020.

The building of the proto- ,t ;

type, led by C.S. Unnikrish-
nan and G. Rajalakshmi of the
TIFR, is expected to be com-
pleted in three years.

Direct detection of GWs,
which Einstein's theory of
gravitation predicts, has been
amajor challenge for physics,
and at present there is only
indirect evidence for their ex-
istence (see photo). Gravita-
tional waves are ripples in
spacetime — somewhat like
propagating ripples on the
surface of a pond — caused by
the acceleration of a gravitat-
ing body.

As these distortions of
spacetime travel outward,
they cause changes in the
lengths of objects in their
path, which are different in
different directions with re-

. spect to the wave direction,
The idea is to pick up these
signatures with instruments
on the Earth as the passing
waves affect different parts of
the apparatus differently.

But being a feeble interac-
tion, these length changes on
the Earth are extremely small
— about a hundredth of abil-
lionth of abillionth of a metre
— and only phenomena in-

The northern leg of Caltech’s Laser Interferometer Gravitational-wave Observatory at the Hanford Reservation near Richland, Washington.
At right, researchers tuning the vibration isolator at the Australian International Gravitational Observatory.

volving highly massive ob-
jects can produce signatures
that may be detectable on the
Earth. I

Instruments based on laser
interferometry — with re-
flecting mirrors suspended in
ultra high vacuum conditions
and separated by large dis-
tances to increase the signal
strength — promise to give
the best sensitivity, But de-
tecting GWs even from vio-
lent astrophysical systems
has proved to be extremely
difficult after decades of ef-
fort. However, with vast im-
provements in technology,
current detectors have suc-
cessfully attained design sen-
sitivity close to the detection
threshold.

There is a strong interna-
tional effort under way to
build a worldwide network of
ground-based detectors capa-
ble of opening the field, as the

existing network falls well
short of all-sky coverage. One
of the main objectives of the
Gravitational Waves Interna-
tional Committee (GWIC) is
ta optimise global research in
GW astronomy with a 30-year
horizon.

The GWIC’s first priority is
to expand the network with
appropriately chosen inter-
naticnal baselines and oren-
tations to maximise the
detection capability. A recent
report of the GWIC recognis-
es the need for a detector in
the Asia-Pacific region — Ans-
tralia, Japan, and possibly In-
diaor China,

In June, the GWIC noted
its appreciation of the long-
standing GW research activ-
ity in India in theory and data
analysis, and endorsed the
multi-pronged strategy pro-
posed by the consortium to
initiate experimental work as

.

well,

The IndIGO consortium
comprises 26 scientists that
include researchers drawn
from nine leading Indian in-
stitutions, as well as Indian
scientists who are actively en-
gaged in the field at major
gravitational astronomy re-
search centres of the world
such as the Laser Interferom-
eter Gravitational-wave Ob-
servatory (LIGO) at Caltech,
United States, and the Max
Planck Institute for Gravita-
tional Physics (Albert Ein-
stein Institute) in Potsdam,
Germany.

The consortium, chaired by
Bala Iyer of the Raman Re-
search Institute, Bangalore,
had submitted its detailed
proposal and a road map for
IndIGO to the directors of in-
stitutions with possible inter-
est in GW astronomy and to
leaders of the Indian scientif-

ic community on December 4,
2009.

Another important step in
this phased strategy that will
be formalised very soon is the
signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) be-
tween the IndIGO consorti-
um and the Australian
Consortium for Interfero-
metric Gravitational Astron-
omy (ACIGA). .

The ACIGA, established in
1995, coordinates gravita-
tional research in Australia
and is a collaboration of five
leading Australian universi-
ties. It operates a national re-
search facility called the High
Optical ~ Power  Facility
(HOPF) at Gingin, located on
a 50 sq.km, site about 80 km
north of Perth,

One of the chief objectives
of ACIGA is to build the Aus-
tralian International Gravita-
tional Observatory (AIGO)

with an advanced GW detec-
tor at this site. [t is already an
active participantinthe LIGO
Scientific Collaboration
(LSC)and apartnerin the Ad-
vanced LIGO project, whichis
constructing three four-km
baseline laserinterferometric
GW detectors,

Recently, the National Sci-

ence Foundation (NSF) of the

U.S, approved the proposal to
construct one of these LIGO
detectors at the AIGO site if
Australia can raise funds to
the tune of $170 million to
build the infrastructure (in-
cluding vacuum systems),
provide staff, and meet the
operational costs over 10
years.

The ACIGA, in turn, seeks
to form an international col-
laboration, including the U.S,,
Germany, the UK, India
China, France and Italy.

The ACIGA-IndIGO MoU

will enable Indian participa-
tion in the setting up of AIGO
and associated research in ad-
vanced detector technology,
whichis expected togive Indi-
an researchers experience in
state-of-the-art optical, me-
chanical and quantum met-
rology techniques towards
building IndIGO, a third gen-
eration GW detector.

The MoU will also link In-
dIGO with the international
programme of ground-based
GW detection through access
to all data generated through
the LSC. The MoU will re-
main in effect for three years
subject to a mid-term review
in December 2011 and the to-
tal amount of funding envi-
saged towards this
collaboration is about Rs.125
crore, most of which is ex-
pected to be spent in fabrica-
tion of sub-systems and tests
inIndia.
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Agence France-Presse
Hong Kong, Sept. 18
Acrime epidemic issilently sweeping the
globe as criminals turn our ever-increasing
dependence on computers against us, and
even the head of Interpol is not immune.

On Friday, 300 of the world's top law
enforcement officials concluded the first-
evet international police anti-cybercrime
conference, facing the stark and growing
theeat from an estimated $103-billion illegal
business.

Ronald K. Noble, Secretary-General of the
international police agency Interpol, told
the cream of law enforcement from 56
countries that his identity had been “stolen”
tocreate two Facebook profiles.

One of the impersonators used the fake
profile to obtain information ox fugitives
targeted in a recent Interpol-led operation
seeking on-the-run criminals convicted of
serious offences, including rape and murder.

“Cybercrime s emerging as a very
concrete threat,” he said at the opening
ceremony of the first Interpol Information
Security Conference, at Hong Kong’s police
headquarters on Wednesday.

“Considering the anonymity of
cyberspace, it may in fact be one of the most
dangerous criminal threats we will ever
face.”

And terrorists could also inflict a
significant blow with a cyber attack ona
nation’s infrastructure, he added.

“Just imagine the dramatic consequences
of an attack, let's say, on a country's
electricity grid or banking system,” he said,

“We have been Jucky sofar that terrorists
did not - at least successfully or at least of
which we are aware — aunch cyber attacks.

“One may wonder if this is a matter of
style. Terrorists may prefer the mass media
coverage of destroyed commuter trains,
buildings brought down, to the anonymous

b Ronald K. Noble,
Secretary-General of
Interpol, told the cream of
law enforcement from 56
countries that his identity
had been “stolen” to
create two Facebook

profiles.

collapse of the banking system. But until
when?” The scale of the problem was also
highlighted at the Asia launch of anew
report, also in Hong Kong, on Thursday by
Internet security firm, Symantec.

Almost two-thirds of all adult web users
globally have fallen victim to some sort of
cybercrime, the 2011 Norton Cybercrime
Report: The Human Impact study says, from
spam e-mail scams to having ther credit
card detatls stolen.

China had the most cybercrime victims, at
83 per cent of web users, followed by India

Cybercrime is world's most dangerous criminal threat
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and Brazil, a 76 per cent each, and then the  Dark markets This Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) computer screen image
shows an onfine forum called ‘Dark Market’ where it educates users where to buy
skimming devices to penetrate bank accounts, how to distribute malware through
spam, and buy stolen credit cards among other things. — Reuters -

US, at 73 per cent.

The study, of over 7,000 Internet users,
also found that 80 per cent of people
believed the perpetrators would never be
brought to justice. Fewer than half ever
bother to report the crime to police.

Stacey Wu, a Symantec Senior Director,
told AFP that just one of the firm’s offices -
in Chengdu, China - alone detects 100,000
cybercrime threats every single day,

“Itis no longer just high school kids in
their bedrooms sending out malicious -
mails,” she said, “It's organised criminals.”

“They carry out sitent, hit-and-run
attacks that steal relatively small amounts of
$200rs0 from 20 or 30 people. Then they

move on.” Cybercriminals also trade in data

 stolen, often tmnoticed, from a victim's

computer. Credit card details, for instance,
are sold on the black market for between §5
and $20.

“Identity and personal information theft
is & big problem,” W told AFP, “For
example, if the criminal knows a person
makes alot of transactions online, the value
of that person’s information can be worth a
lot more.”

Cybercrime is worth an estimated $105

billion, according to ival computer security
firm McAfee, and US police say
cybercriminals can earn around $23,000 4
week,

The biggest problem, and the criminal'
greatest advantage, is complacency, says
Prof. Joseph Kee-Yin Ng, Treasurer of the
Internet Society Hong Kong.

“Itis hugely important for people and
companies to protect themselves,” he told
AFP. “The criminal s as real as any thief or
mugger, you just can't see them,”
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Foreign Secy conveys India’s
concerns on H1B to US

WASHINGTON

IA has conveyed its concerns to the US overthe H1B
visa fee hike and exchanged views on issues like UNSC
expansion and nuclear liability bill during foreign secre-

tary Nirupama Rac’s talks with top American officials fo-
cusing on President Barack Obama’s November visit to the
country,

Rao’s meetings with Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, -

National Security Adviser Gen (Retd) James Jones and
other key officials of the Obama Administration here yes-
terday “laid the foundation” of a successful Presidential vis-
it to India in early November, the White House said.

After her meeting with Jones at the White House, Na-
tional Security Council (NSC) spokesman Mike Hammer
said that “both agreed that the vast range of co-operation
between us would set the foundation for a successful pres-
idential visit and further our strategic partnership.”

Noting that the Rac-Jones meeting was held to continue
preparations for the US president’s upcoming visit to India
in early November, Hammer said: “In addition, General
Jones and Rao discussed other developments in the South
Asia region, noting our mutual desire for stability.”

Besides driving down to the White House for her meet-
ing with Jones, Rao spent most of her day yesterday at the
Foggy Bottom headquarters of the State Department,
where she had a series of meetings on issues ranging from
the bilateral ties, situation in the region, India’s role at the
global level to the expansion of the UN Security Council.

However, all these meetings were focused on the early

November visit of
CObama to India. On
the Clinton-Rac meet-
ing, State Department
spokesman PJ Crow-
ley said the Secretary
of State held talks with
Rao along with hertop
aides like Under Sec-
retary of State for Po-
litical ~Affairs  Bill
Burns and Assistant
Secretary of State for
South and Central
Asia Robert Blake.
They discussed the lat-
est developments in
the US-India relation-
ship and preparations

for the President’s trip to India later this year, he said.

After Rao’s meetings, a senior Indian official said the de-
liberations reflected the “transformational” relationship
between India and the United States. There is a conver-
gence of views and strategic interest on a wide range of
global issues.

At the same time, officials of both countries conveyed
their respective concerns during the meeting. While India
was quick 1o raise the issue of H-1B and other perceived
projectionist measures of the US in the recent past, the US
spoke of its dissatisfaction over the Nuclear Liability Bill
that was recently passed by Parliament and said it was in-
compatible with Convention on Supplementary Compen-
sation {CSC).

The Indian delegation 1old the US it believed that the
Nuclear Liability Bill was consistent with the CSC and cat-
egorically ruled out making any change to the text of the
legislation passed by Parliament. While the US was sup-
portive of India’s desire to become a permanent member of
the UN Security Council, officials said the Obama Adminis-
tration was unlikely to “endorse” New Delhi for this place
in the near future as it had done for Japan. The Indian del-
egation urged the US to resolve the H-1B visa issue as scon
as possible. “It would be good for the relationship if it (H1B
issue) is sorted out earlier,” the US side was told during the
meetings, according to the Indian official.

However, there was no immediate commitment from

Rules Out Changes In Nuclear Liability Bill, Saying ItIs Consistent With The CSC

the US on thisissue, which has nowbeen left t6 Commerce
and Industry Minister Anand Sharma and US Trade Repre-
sentative Ro#i Kirk, who are scheduled to meet in Wash-
ington next week. '

Rao’s meetings also gave a sense that the Obama Admin-
istration was determined to take the Indo-US relationship.
to a new leve] of strategic partnership and working to make
the Presidential visit a “milestone” of these emerging ties
between the two largest democratic countries of the world,
the official said. The Indian delegation is also understood to
have brought to the notice of the US offidials the recent
Pakistani statements on Kashmir as it was an internal mat-
ter of India, continued infiltration inte Kashmir, the issue
of cross- border terrorism and painfully slow progress in
bringing to book those responsible for the Mumbai terror-
ist attacks.

During the meetings, US officials are believed 1o have
praised constructive Indian role in Afghanistan and urged
New Delhi to “step-up” its cooperation in the war-torn
country. India, on the other hand, expressed concern that
any *US exit” from Afghanistan at this point of time or
even in the near future would strengthen the terrorist or-
ganisations and extremist elements in the region, which it
feels would not,be good for the security of the United
States, European countries and India as well.

Theissue of increased assertiveness of China in the Indi-
an Ocean and Asia was also discussed during these meet-
ings. Asked about the tough US stance on outsourcing and
the recent hike on H1B visa fee, foreign secretary Rao told
an Indiah TV channel that she raised the issue during her
meetings with the American officials here, “I raised itina
number of my meetings and I was able to convey te them
thatthe issue was of concern, of serious concern, to ourin-
dustry and essentially was perceived as a rise in projection-
ist sentiments in the United states and we needed to ad-
dress this issue. “But, 1 also think the sense that we got in
these discussions was that this relationship between India
and the United States has acquired a dimension and a rele-
vance that includes a number of areas and issues such as
this — the visa-related issues and the issues relating to the
controls that have been placed in this area—need tobe ad-
dressed keeping in mind the larger purpose of this relation-
ship,” she told an Indian television channel. N

‘When pointed out that US and India appear to be on dif-
ferent pages on their Af-Pak policy, Rao said: ] actually do
not agree with you on that description. We are not on dif-
ferent pages, In fact, Icame away with the impression, with
the very strong conclusion that India and the US have
much in common when it comes to Afghanistan.”
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IIT MENU CARD _
Mr Sibal diversifies to medicine

AN institute of technology ought not to be a centre of
diffusion. Brainwave in wild profusion might signify an in-
genuity of the thought process; but if ITs are to double up
as medical colleges, the exclusive focus gets deflected al-
most as a matter of policy formulated by the Union HRD
minister. Mr Kapil Sibal may even consider renaming the
IITs. It is of lesser moment that the plan has to be ap-
proved by the Medical Council of India, which itself has
been superseded by a regulatory authority in the wake of
irregularities. The approval is merely a formality. It is ama-
zing that the IIT Council, headed by Mr Sibal, has accord-
ed permission to open up the campuses for the teaching
of medicine. Why the council should be headed by a
lawyer-turned-minister, and not a scientist or technocrat,
is itself a puzzle. S

" The decision to include MBBS and MD courses in the
agenda of the 1ITs has been announced when the insti-
tutes themselves are facing a severe shortage of faculty. So
crippling indeed that the Centre has virtually cleared two
measures to cope with the crisis ~ raise the retirement
age to 70 and induct faculty members from abroad. Home-
grown talent is clearly at a discount in Mr Sibal’s reckon-
ing, indeed his obsession with a contrived brand equity.

- Is it really necessary to change the character of the IITs
through this bizarre broadening of the courses on offer ?
Even the ministries of health and law appear to have reser-
vations over the HRD's trial balloon. Bio-technology is an
.inter-disciplinary course, closely linked to engineering. To
start courses in MD, MS and MBBS in IITs is a different
proposition altogether. Mr Sibal is acutely aware that his

recent proposal on “MBBS India® ~ through a common .

. “exit exam” ~ is likely to flounder in the absence of uni-
form standards of medical education. It would have been
worthwhile to strive for this uniformity in the interest of
_public health. HITs must remain focussed on engineering,
technology, pure and applied science. The currently fash-
ionable multi-disciplinary approach might suit the social
sciences. There can be no justification to diversify the
menu of the IITs, and to a different discipline altogether.
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Jamia to coach underprivileged

Starts Academy To Help Students Crack Competitive Tests

Manash Pratim Gohaln | TeN

New Delhi: Jamia Millia Is-
lamia’s centre for coaching
and career planning will soon
help underprivileged stu-
dents prepare for various
competitive examinations
like civil services, [IT-JEE.
NET and AIEEE without
shelling out a paisa.

The ministry of human re-
source development (MHRD)
has granted Rs 15 crore to the
university to construct a 200-
seater residential coaching
academy at Jasola Vihar. The
hostel will be ready by next
year. It will accommeodate 200
students selected through a
national-level entrance test to
be conducted by Jamia. The
aspirants will simply have
to be from economically-weak
backgrounds or belong to
SC/ST/0BC groups or

minority communities.
Women will be also given the
privilege.

Vice-chancellor Najeeb

The underpriviledged
students will get
coaching for various
competitive exams like
civil services, IT-JEE,
NET and AIEEE without
shelling out a penny, said
Jamia VC Najeeb Jung

Jung said: “We (Jamia) have
aplotof land at Jasola Vihar
where we will be build the
hostel for the coaching acad-
emy The classes will be held
on Jamia campus itself. All
the rooms are air-conditioned
and we are providing the best
of facilities so that we get the
best results.”

The centre, which is fund-

ed by University Grants Com--

mission and MHRD, has a
sanctioned strength of 200
students each for ITVJEE and
civil services and by next

year it is targeting to coach .

around 400 candidates for

various exams. The civil serv-
ices coaching will start on
September 15 witha batch of
51 students.

According to coordinator
Mohammad Tarique, “We
conducted a national-level
exam with objective and sub-
jective questions. Over 1,100
students applied and we
shortlisted 161 for the inter-
view and selected 51. We will
also start our IIT-JEE and
AIEEE coaching from this
year for which we will have
the entrance test somewhere
in October-Novemnber. We will
probably start with a batch

size of 100 students as our fa-
cilities are not fully ready”

University officials said
20% of the selected candidates
are eligible for merit-cum-
means scholarships worth Rs
1,500 to Rs 2,000 per month.
“The students can use the li-
brary from ¢ am to 9 pm all
through the week except on
Sundays. We will arrange all
magazines, newspapers, peri-
odicals and study materials
the students may need. There-
after, need-based scholarships
will be provided. The students
will just have to a registration
fee of Rs 100,” said Tarique.

But the hostel accommo-
dation is not going to be free
as the university will be charg-
ing a minimum tariff, which
is yet to be decided, and meal
cost, “The academy is open for
all. But being a Jamia facility
we will definitely prepare our
students so that they can make
it to the academy and finally
crack these exams competi-
tions,” said Jung.
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It’s criminal to close schools that teach the poor

'MEN & MORALS

GURCHARAN DAS

The summer of 2010 will be
remembered by many man-
dal education officers in
Andhra Pradesh as particu-
larly lucrative. Emboldened
by the new Right to Educa-
tion Act, they swooped down
on unsuspecting schools in
the slums and villages of Andhra Pradesh in
order to shut them down. By June-end, they
had created so much fear and terror among
poor parents that the secretary of education
of the state government had to clarify that the
new law gives unrecognized schools three
years to gain recognition and will not be closed
immediately. By then, corrupt officials of the
state bureaucracy had achieved their objec-
tive. Bribes had tripled. One official even boast-
ed that he may not have done as well as at the
Commonwealth Games, but it had been one
of his best months.

India must be unigue in the world for want-
ing to close down schools that serve the poor.
What would be admired elsewhere as an ex-
ample of entrepreneurial initiative (or jugaad
as we say) is illegal here. These schools typi-
cally charge Rs 100 to 250 per month in fees
but do not get recognition because they fail
to meet standards. For example, they don't
have a large enough playing field or they can-

DUPED: Students protest against the absence of
teachers in a government school in Hyderabad

not pay the minimum government teacher
salary of Rs 20,000 a month. In order te com-
ply with standards, they would have to raise
fees to Rs 1,200, but then the poor would not
be able to afford them.

Why should a parent spend hard-earned
money on fees when the child can go to a gov-
ernment school for free and get a mid-day meal
as well? The reason is that one in four gov-
ernment primary teachers is illegally absent
on any day and one in four who is present is
not teaching. This disgraceful lack of ac-
countability is obvious to the poorest parent.

Alow-cost private school may not be much but
at least the teacher shows up and is motivat-
ed. Hence, more than half the children in ur-
ban India and a quarter in yural areas are now
in private schools. This migration is so rapid
that Jean Dreze predicts that government
schools will soon become ‘ghost schools’,

To want to close down institutions that gen-
uinely serve the needs of the poor seems bizarre
and immoral. Their critics dismiss these
schools as being of very poor quality and claim
that the poor are being ‘duped by unscrupu-
lous elements’. But what about the even poor-
er quality of government schools? No one
knows quite how many unrecognized schools
exist in India but estimates are in the lakhs. It

- ishard to believe that millions of parents are

capable of being ‘duped’ year after year. While
sending its own children to private schools, the
establishment stridently opposes a similar
choice for the poor. Of the 20 million employ-
ees of the state, hardly any send their children
to government schools (except elite Central or
Navodaya schools).

The Right to Education Act is a landmark
legislation created by well-meaning people. It
has many fine features but its great weakness
is total neglect of outcomes. More than half
our children in Class V cannot read or do the
simple arithmetic that is expected of them in
Class II. The focus of the lawmakers was to
get all children into school. Oddly enough,
more than 95% of primary school-age chil-
dren are already in school. The real problem

is high dropout rates and this relates to high
teacher absence. The Rs 43,500 crore required
by this new law will mostly finance govern-
ment teacher salaries that are now seven times
India’s per capita income against the global
norm of two. High teacher salaries are good
in principle but only if they are accompanied
by performance.

In the end, no democracy can allow tens of
thousands of schools to close down. The new
law will merely raise the amount of bribe paid
to inspectors. This, in turn, will force schools
to raise fees, and the burden will fall on the
poor. Imagine a law that makes people dishonest
and harms the poor! Our democracy is a work
in progress, and the answer is not to close
schools but to understand their situation and
amend the law. Considering these schools
charge such low fees, let us have a graded sys-
tem of recognition, as we have first and sec-
ond-class tickets in a railway train. Allow these
schools the freedom to pay market salaries to
teachers and have smaller play areas to ensure
that their fees remain affordable for the poor.
Don’t treat them like illegal brothels but see
them as heroic examples of peoplasolving their
own problems. Make them safe from fapacious
inspectors. They are symbols of India’s unigue
economic model — of anation rising despite

the state, .
X My Times, My Voice: Like this
article? SMS MTMVCOL <space>
Yes or No to 58888, Charges
appiicable. Rs 3 per stis
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Could E-power really
be just a click away?

India wants IT to set it free. But there are lots of hurdles

Shobhan Saxena | NN

ast year, a group of babus
- tried to reveal a miracle at
Tirupati. They invited IT
' gxperts and media at the
unveiling of the world’s
“cheapest computer ever”. It cost
$10. They claimed it was the perfect
personal computer. But when the
experts got to work on it, the “mir-
acle” machine turned out to be a tin
box with no display screen and lit-
tle memory. It was an embarrass-
ment.
Then, there was the tablet com-
puter human resources develop-
ment minister Kapil Sibal showed

off last month. It locks like Apple’s . {

iPad and costs $35. The news was re-
ceived with some scepticism. Sibal
was bullish about his government’s
plan to give the machine to millions
across the country: “In 2011, the sun
will rise for the children of India”.

Can the computer and info-tech
change a country in which 60% of
villages don't have electricity? Can
the internet really become a tool for
citizen-centric governance in India?
According to an Internet & Mobile
Assoctation survey, more than 84%
of respondents in seven Indian
states are unaware the internet ex-
ists? Nevertheless, the government
and its private sector partners are
working on different initiatives
which they c¢laim would bring in
sweeping changes. These include
the unique identification number
database (UID), broadband infra-
structure, virtual classrooms and a
National eGovernance Plan (NeGP).
By 2011, IT spending by India’s pub-
lic sector is expected to grow to §5.1
billion, most of it on education and
healthcare. Can we really expect vir-
tual classrooms and hospitals inre-
mote places any time soon? Paul Bell
thinks so and he should know.

Bell is president of the global
public sector division of Dell, the
Texas-based firm that is providing
technological support to some gov-
ernment projects in India. He told
TO1 that technology has literally 1ib-
erated government thinking. “Ear-
lier, the governments depended on
their large physical infrastructure

to deliver public services effective- -

1y to people. Now, information and

communication technology allows
governments to experiment with
new ways of organizing themselves
and reaching the citizens.”

If technology means freedom,
the scale of India’s IT efforts on pub-
lic services is staggering. The eGov-
ernance Plan is meant to reach the
most remote village, ensuring large-
scale digitization of all land and rev-
enue records. Under the Common
Services Centres scheme, over
100,000 broadband centres are being
created in rural areas. Around 60 cr
people will get UID cards in the next

GG

four years. This, according to proj-
ect head Nandan Nilekani, will give
them access to the “government’s

“special health schemes and food or

fertilizer subsidies and also would
provide instant money deposit and
withdrawal facilities at village ki-
rana stores”.

Bell says schemes like these are
vital for inclusive growth in India.
“The UID card will improve the ef-
ficiency of the government and im-
pact the quality of life of citizens,
especially the poor,” he says.

But no one denies that India’s

Earlier, governments

depended on their physical

infrastructure to deliver

i public services effectively. Now,
information and communication

technology allows governments to find

new ways to reach their citizens

ﬂ\‘ Paul Bell | PRESIDENT, GLOBAL PUBLIC SECTOR, DELL

P-12

® Mike Agliolo/Carbis

“technology gap for young people”
is one of the most stark on this dig-
itized planet. The IMAIsurvey says
there are just 5.4 million internet
users in thé countryside. This, de-
spite mobile phone operators sign-
ing up 16 m new users every month
on average and global mobile equip-
ment manufacturers competing for
lucrative contracts in India.
Telecommunications minister
Sachin Pilot agrees that a techno-
logically enabled India is along way
off. “It is not enough just to give con-
nectivity, but to be able to give con-

tent in those languages, in thoseru- '

ral parts where e-medicine and ed-
ucation can be made a reality. The
industry should start focusing on
the quality of service,” he says.

In the end, says Bell, any tech-
nology is only as good as the people
running it. Schemes such as UID or
e-medicine will empower people if
the babu who is noting their online
responses is efficient. Else, prepare
for more tall tales and non-events
such as the $10 laptop.
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Watchdog calls for
more medical seats

Aims To Produce 100 More Docs From Every College

TIMES MEWS NETWORK

Bangalore: The seven-mem-
ber committes that replaced
Medical Couneil of India, on
Saturday recommended far-
reaching education reforms,
inclhading 100 additicnal seats
in each of the medical col-
leges across the country; rais-
ing retirement age of teach-
ers and easing land require-
ment norms for campuses and
hostels. These are aimed at re-
moving acute shortage of doc-
torsin the country — 7.51akh
according to one estimate.
Most medical colleges
have at present about 150
seats and the proposal en-
visages increasing the num-
ber to 230, The committes,
headed by Dr 8 K Sarin, met
in Delhion Saturday and also
recommended doing away
with the mandatory 25-acre
land requirement to start a

SHOT IN THE ARM

kb 100 additional seats in each
medical college acmss the
country

P Raise retirement age of
teachers from &5 to 70 years

F Ease land requirement
norms for campuses and
hostels, from 25 acres as of
o to 10

F Mandatory hostel
reuirement for medical
colleges to also be eased —
colleges can now construct
hostels in Skm radius

F Measures aimed at
rermoving acute shortage of
doctors in the country

medical college, “It will be 10
acres now, To address the

acute faculty shortage, the
retirement age of teachers

hasbeen raised from 65 ta 70
years,” a committes member
told STOL.

The committes also decid-
ed to reduce the mandatory

number of berds firom 1,500 to
ad for a teaching hospital
with 250 students. “The anda-
tory hostel requirement for
medical colleges will also be
eased. Colleges can now con-
gtruct hostels inthe 5km ra-
dius, The idea is to add 10,000
more medical seats. We want
more colleges to comme up, spe-
cially povernment institu-
tions,"” he said.

According to sources in
the committes, India requires
500 more medical colleges, “1F
100 colleges are added every
year for the next five years,
we'll have an adequate num-
ber of doctors by 2085, Right
now; India has a shortage of
7.5 lakh doctors,” the mem-
ber stated.
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Lenient law stokes fear
of ragging raging again

NIDHI SETHI

1T

THE ASIAN AGE

grieving father’s battle to
seck justice for the death
of his son is now at a
crossroad. Rajendra
Kachroo, father of medical student
Aman Kachroo who was ragged to
death last year, has been fighting for
justice since then. But now the
scales of justice have swung a differ-
ent way. The Delhi High Court has
stated that students accused of rag-
ging should not be expelled for life
from college as it will ruin their
career and might turn them into anti-
social elements. While some parents

and students have given a thumbs up :

to the directive, others nurse serious
doubts and feel such leniency might
dilute the fight against ragging.

The court said, “No college would
be willing to grant them admission
to enable them to complete their
studies, thereby leading to such frus-
tration and disappointment or
despondency which may lead even
either to suicide or turn them into
anti-social elements.”

Many believe that ragging which
crosses the border of fun and takes
on the form of harassment
and torment is a crime that
deserves punishment. “In
some cases ragging is akin fo
molestation. Raggers need to
be punished and made to
apologise to their juniors,
Instead we now have the
court, if not fully but partially,
supporting the culprits,” says
Jahnavi Gill, a physiothera-
pist.

Madhurima Das, mother of
an ]18-year-old student at a
girls college in Delhi University,
believes this move will embolden
raggers and says, “I am highly dis-
appointed by the court’s thought-
process. It certainly sends out a
wrong message. There will be no
fear among students now and rag-
gers will do what they feel like. If
the court is so concerned, why can’t
we have a ragging-free environment

“BELTS AND®
HIT.US WITH

{Above) A ragging scene from Dit, Dosti, efc;
{right) college students having fun

in col\I'eges‘?"

Those who've faced the horrors of
ragging disapprove of the lenient
turn. Ankit Singhal (name changed),
a final year engineering student says,
“When T joined college in 2007, one
night our seniors came to my hostel
room and started making derogatory
comments about my appearance.
When I and my roommate objected,
the three lashed at us with
leather belts and even hit
us with bricks. With the
law made casier now, I
fear that a larger number
of students will become
victims of ragging”

Many think seniors need
to be made aware of the
consequences of ragging.
They should be told that
their act can badly affect
freshers mentally as well
as physically and can even
drive them to take extreme steps.
Reacting to the directive, Dr Kanan
Nanda, principal, Daulat Ram
College says that one can’t have just
one rule to punish all. “All the cases
need to be studied thoroughly to
ascertain the extent of the fault. If a
student deserves to be punished, he
should be punished. In our campus,
we appeal to seniors not to indulge

in ragging and inform them about
the repercussions of their intolerant
actions,” she adds.

Dr Pratibha Jolly, principat,
Miranda House, feels it is a good
idea and adds that ragging is not
always intended to hurt somebody.
“But if something goes wrong, it
affects a student’s career adversely.
It is not that we won’t take any
action if there are complaints.
Students have been pulled vp for bad
behaviour. It is then we bring in stu-
dent counsellors and parents to
guide them, followed by the process
of rehabilitation,” she says,
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Cement containing fly ash can
cause lung cancer: Scientists

DeepxamaL Kaur
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

JALANDHAR, SEPTEMBER 18
While the Government of
India has made it mandatory
for cement companies to use
fly ash in cement, a study
conducted by scientists at Dr
BR Ambedkar National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) here suggests other-
wise. They have found that
an exposure to radioactive
trace elements present in
cement containing fly ash
can lead to a higher inci-
dence of lung cancer.

The  scientists  have
analysed that this cement
contained radioactive radi-
um, thorium and potassium,
They have claimed that dur-
“ing the process of decaying,
radioactive radium releases a
gas called radon which could
be inhaled. They said a high-
er volume of the gas breathed
in by sitting for a longer peri-
od within the confines of

- A'study conducted by scientists at Dr
- BR Ambedkar National institute of
- Technology found that an exposure
~ to radioactive trace elements present
. .in cement containing fly ash |
- can lead to a higher incidence
of lung cancer '

University

home or’workplace could
prove dangerous, -

The team has rather sug-
gested the government to
replace thermal power plants
with nuclear power plants.
They have opined that the
disposal of nuclear waste is
far more easier to handle
because of less radioactivity
in it than fly ash.

. Dr Rohit Mehra, assistant

professor of the Department
of Physics, NIT, and his team
have recently conducted a
study on the “Comparison
of natural radioactivity levels
in OPC and PPC cements of
various companies”. =

The OPC is the Ordinary
Portland Cement, which
does not contain any fly ash
and is being used only by
government departments like
the CPWD and the BRO.
The PPC is the commercial-
ly available Poslanic. Port-
land Cement with fly ash
content varying from 15 to
35 per cent. Fly ash is
replaced by clay as strength-
ening agent, thereby solving
the dumping problem.

The physicists collected
the OPC and the PPC sam-
ples of five cement compa-
nies, including JK, Jay Pee,
Shree Ultra, JK Laxmi and

Binani. All samples were
analysed for the measure-
ment of radioactive radi-
um, thorium ard potassi-
um. The analysis was done
using the high-resolution
gamma spectrometry sys-
tem available at the Inter-
Accelerator
Centre, New Delhi.

The study said the samples
of radioactive content was
higher in case of the PPC
than the OPC. They also
found that the radioactive
exposure was highest in case
of the JayPee cement and
least in the case of the JK
Laxmi cement.

Dr Mehra said the team
had planned to extend the
study for measurement of
building materials like gran-
ite, marble and bricks. The
team had been taking a keen
interest in the Pusham area in
Bhiwani district of Haryana
where people have been
falling sick because of high*
er content of granatic rock.*
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